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● The two stories appear in stark contrast but upon closer examination they reveal important 
aspects of sacrifice, agony, faith and repentance. Judaism and Buddhism have some similar 
values.  Consider the concept of “good and life” versus “death and evil” in comparison with the 
four noble truths. 

● In Judaism, God gives free will to choose between righteousness and the hereafter or 
wickedness and the hellfire which relates similarly to the truths of how one can avoid suffering 
through selflessness once the four noble truths are understood.  

● In Abraham’s act of attempted sacrifice on Mount Moriah, he had given in to the complete will of 
God and proved his faith.  In response to his unwavering faith, God grants Isaac life and Abraham 
many bounties. It is to be mentioned that there had to have been great internal conflict with 
what Abraham was charged to do.  

● Even in complete faith, the thought of sacrificing one’s child must have been a agonizing event.  
Such to the point that Isaac was unaware of what his father was going to do until they arrived at 
Mt. Moriah.  In Genesis  22: 7-8(KJV), Isaac  asks “..where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” as to 
which Abraham replies that “...God will provide himself a burnt offering…” Afterward Isaac is 
bind and place on the altar for sacrifice.



● Abraham was willing to risk the moist  most precious he had in his life in order to do the the will of God.  
The test was to see the strength and conviction of his faith. 

● In contrast, greed and need for scions was the main motivation for pressuring the tree deity to provide 
sons for the king.  The chaplain sought to coerce the tree dirty into providing sons for the king as he 
would lose his wealth if unsuccessful.  

● As all the children and chaplain ended becoming 

●



● Sacrifice 
○ Abraham is to offer his only son to God without question as to why. 
○ The Chaplain and his wife sacrificed the money they had to join their sons in their 

ascetic lifestyle 
● Agony

○  Abraham does not tell his son what God asked him to do as he is convincing himself 
to go forward with the ritual.

○ When the Chaplain saw the poor woman with her seven healthy sons, he wondered 
how this could be and why the King had none if he was rich.  

● Faith 
○ Abraham binds his son Isaac upon the altar the constructed in order to kill him as 

God has prompted him to do so without question. 
○ After the Chaplain questioned the deity and threatened to cut down the tree, she 

asked for help and the help she received was to restore faith in the Chaplain 
● Repentance 

○  At the last minute, Isaac is granted a reprieve as Abraham's faith is proven to be 
superior.  God grants him blessings and  abundance of progeny.  

○ The King’s wife put into perspective just how greedy he was being, after realizing, 
he repented and became ascetic like the Chaplain and his family. 


